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WORLDCmf HERE
Will Resign War Claims Body

to Head New District
Committee.

\ !

FAVORS U. S. OWNERSHIP
OF ALL BUILDINGS USED

Wants Best Power, Gas, Water

Supply, Fire and Police Departments
for lowest Tariff.

To make Washington the world
center of commerce and finance, civilization,humanitarianiam. education
and science is an ambition to accomplishwhich the District Commissionersand District residents should co*operate In a big. broad way -with
"Congress. Representative Benjamin
K. Focht of Pennsylvania, the new

chairman of the House District committee,feels.
Representative .Focht has a broadgaugedview of the futures of Washington.iseager to take a leading

part in making all of Its institutions.
schools, police and fire departments,
water system. parkways, playgrounds,etc., models 'or the entire
country. He wants to have all of
the government activities housed in
magnificent government-owned buildinirftand to arouse In every Ameri-
can's breast a yearning to visit the
nation's capital as frequently as possible.

Uivea I'p War Cialaa Poet.
He believes that this development

should not be left to an uncertainly
distant future, but should be under!taken at once and pushed persistently,
(with the Commissioners, the residentsand Congress working handin-hand.Because he feels thus
>trongly Representative Focht has
.decided to relinquish the chairmanshipof the war cl&iifts committee
and to accept the chairmanship of
|the House District committee.

Representative Focljrt. who has for
some time served on the District House
committee, is the ranking member, and.
according to seniority, is 1n line to succeedRepresentative Chri K. Mapes as
chairman. Today in an Interview at the
rooms of the war claims committee, of
which he is chairman, he expressed his
views as to the future of tile District of
CMumbia. . {
"That Washington shall ultimately I

MTt uif neec scnoois. lire department,
police force, water xuppir. beet gas and
electricity for the loaat possible tariff.
.com as a matter of oprso. I>» aatd. <

For TV allien WrrrT. .

"The street ralftnur mutata outfit to
be readily ironed tat by JoJlcltas eon
soUdatioa. which will InevtUbly result In
S saving of overbearf cost, fotlowita
r-hlch there wilt be better facilities and
lower fare, ~

"Immediately after the civil War
IVashincton made sat grand stride from
dirt to peved streets end newer and
better accommodstione'of every deacript'on.bat even the* stood for a lone
time second and thitd rate as compared
to the advances made tn New York and
Philadelphia.
"Now /that America controls the

finances of the World. Washington will
for all future time be thpsaenter the
world will look to for leadership in
commercial activity and the fulfillment
of the broader conception of civilisationand humanitarlanism. Leading
the world in philanthropy and unselfishness.the example we offer the rest
of humanity must be set on a ataae
that stand* out pre-eminently to view,
and that stage Is Washington.

Sees How Energy Here.
"The next phas£ in the District's

broad development to me appears to
be right before us. There Is a new
snd revitalized and quickened energy
here, otherwise I would not care to be
the chairman of the District committee.for without the assurance of earnestco-operation from those who have
the real glorification of the District at
heart rather than sordid personal interestsand selfish ends, there can be
no hope for steps of advancement.

"I vision a'truly new Washington in
the sense of a more nearly completed
city on the lines long ago contemplated.infact, a world's model city
in architectural beauty and parks of
recreation.' educational facilities. In
safety and freedom, generous allowancesfor service rendered and low
costs for public utilities. Every
human abode should be a home and
not a tenement, with well supported
institutions of advanced education. In

' fact, everything which might be embodiedin the scope and conception of
Christian civilization on which the
arcnes or the republic rest. It la not
a dream to aee all thla climaxed and
apexed during the existence of the I
present generation.

Pleased hjr Appolstaiest.
"I am glad that President Harding

so promptly said 'Let's go' when he
named two representative business
men on the commission, for there is
now truly Bfetter prospect than ever
for the District of Columbia to once
again be on its way."
The new chairman of the House Districtcommittee, iip addition to his

pride in the progress of the National
Capital, wishes to see Washington
in every particular the modtl city of
the world. After long service in the
Pennsylvania legislature, house and
senate, he was elected to the Sixtieth

i congress, and has therefore served
while Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson
were In the White House. During the
Maty-third Congress he was "absent."going down to defeat in consequenceof the big split in the republican
party, but he came back to the SixtyfourthCongress, and on March 4 of
this year entered upon his seventh
term.
Before he was eighteen years of agehe founded a newspaper and publishingplant in his home town, which,under his direction, has since been In

continuous and successful operation
Like President Harding. RepresentativeFocht's "rabbit's foot" is a printer'srule, which he used in the years
before the advent of the linotype.

*
Linked With Penrose.

He was a member of the Pennsylvaniaassembly, when Senator Penrosewas leader of the state senate.
From then until now Representative
Focht has confidently linked his
political fortunes with the senator's!
triumphant leadership, and with him
has worked for regularity in partyactivities through every trial which
has beset the republican cause in his
state.
The new District committee chairmanbrings to service more than long

experience in politics and as an editor
and publisher. When in the assembly
and state senate, he served on the
appropriations committee, and was

* chairman of the committee on banking.He ib author of much labor
legislation, and wrote the ballot law
of the state, which combines the
straight voting and Australian systems.During the two years he was
'absent" from (longress he served as
water supply commissioner of Pennsylvania.This experience will be of

.jpecial value in legislation regarding

GASLAMPSIN,
MAY BE DONE
Commissioners Favor

All Sections to Pr
Acci^h

Replacement of all street gas lamps j c

in me uistrict w!in incanaesceni

lamps is the policy that probably will (
be advocated by the'- new board of I
Commissioners as the tnost economi- J
cal and effective means of increasing c
Illumination in Washington. 1

In interviews given The Star today
all three Commissioners declared
themselves in favor of better lighting ®

as an aid both !n preventing crime j
and In preventing trafllc accidents. r

Developed sections of the city as well £
as suburban and outlying areas will tbe included in whatever improvement
program may. be adopted. t

Public Ownership III Mind. >

There is also a probability that the JCommissioners will consider the ad- _

visability of the District financing the jinstallation of poles and cables With %the view of having the street lighting 0system eventually owned by the municipality.Engineer Commissioner ,
Kutz is known to have this plan in
mind.
The local government, under the law. t

may erect poles and laj* cables lat its £
own expense or it may order the Poto-

T-'l Ji .1^ m.a ."I
uiac din inc rower ^uuipaujf iu uu mis ,

work.. As a matter of fact, part of the ^incandescent ' lighting system is now ®

owned by the District and part by the J
power corporation. Tl^e question has ,arisen as to whether the rate Of return *
the corporation would be permitted to *
earn on its investment in poles and a

rabies_would not be greater than the
interest the District would have to pay e
if it assumed the expense of installing
future equipment for.incandescent street t
lighting- Vr
At present Washington's streets, ave- I

nues and alleys are lighted by 8,125 in- u
candescent lamps amr-l#.55$ gas mantel t
lamps. The electric lamps give a forty- 1 s

FEDERAL WORKERS I
meet upon

"

Federation's Council otters, |i
# Greetings and Presents

Reclassification Plea.
President Harding today greeted at ®

the White House the. member* of the
executive council of the National *

Sk?fSSSSraamivHr.'tai^ *
era. speaking for the council, that K

"the three easentlal.m**na of improve- n

ing employment conditions dad in- r
>Ja.l.<r the afllelenen of. the civil _

device are reclassification mud red|Ssnlsationof the .service and the o

establishment of a national budget 1

system."
The (Hntive council offered greet-1

inns to Pi#M<!ent H^rat** and .ex-

pressedits hop*, of iwnderlna -service
to the administration through the 214
locals of the federation, which ard
working Jor the two big purposes of
Improvin'a employment conditions and
increaaina the efficiency of the United
States civil service.

Plea (or BectnanlSeptlsa.
"We" are earnestly asktne for a

thoronab roalasetflcation of the service.In order to auarantee to the
people of the United States an actual
merit system in public employment, to
the employes a just waae and praper
conditions for efficient work, and to
both public and dfsployes the eliminationof inefficient." Mr. Steward
told the President. j

'This we know, would put 'heart'
into the service," continued Mr. Steward.He expressed the hope that
leaislatlon tendlnr to reclassification
wilt be enacted speedily by Congress.
"For the reorganisatldn of the executivedepartments of the government, r

as well as for reclassification, we as
employes in all occupations and in all
branches of the service, through our t
organization, offer you our fullest C
co-operation in the undertaking to h
readjust the various services," Presi- f
dent Steward said. '

s
He told Mr. Harding that the na- t

tional federation would take pleasure
In naming a committee to co-operate tl
with the administration's reorganise- 1:
tion program. h
President Harding told the dele- c

gation that he and the members of a
his cabinet would be at their serviceat-all times, and he invited-their a
co-operation. The President said he d
particularly desired co-operation of
the employes during the comirig re- i
organisation of the government ma- g
chine. Increased efficiency, and not a
so much attention to fhcreased com- f
pensation at the present. Was par-
UCUbarty uesirgua, ne Bull). g
Following the conference, the Presi- )i

dent went ^fith the (roup to the B
lawn In rear of the White House, e
where their pictures were taken-.- 8
Other members of the council receivedby the President were John

Fltrgerald of Brooklyn. K. Y.; Charles
L. Wiegand. Baltimore; Miss Ger- ,
trude M. McNally. Washington, D. C.;
Richard Nash. East St. Louis. Mo.; e

William J. Sleep. Boston; 8. Tyson
Klnaeli. Philadelphia; M. J. Mines, £Leavenworth, Kan.; Edward W. 11
Tobln, St. leula Mo.; E. G. Dauphine. '
Dayton, Ohio, and E> J. Newmyer, 1
Washington. D. C. /

Meets Perelgs Esveys. j
President Harding continued today t

his conferences with foreign envoys,
receiving Baron Shidehara. the Japaneseambassador, at the White House.
The' discussion is understood to have
had to do with several international
subjects of mutual interest to the
United States and Japan.

Tariff requirements of the south will
be presented to the ways and means
committee of the House during the
first week of the special session of
Congress, which convene^ April il, by
representatives of fifty-seven indus-
tries affiliated with the Southern
Tariff Association. John H. KIrby of
Houston, Tex., president of the asso-
elation, said, following a long talk
with President Harding yesterday.
Following this conference. Mr. Kirby
Issued a call for the delegates of his
association to meet in Washington
on April 15.

CRISSINGER IS SWOHN IN.
D. K. Crisslnger of Marion, Ohio,

took oath today as controller of the
currency, and as such automatically
became a member of the Federal ReserveBoard. He was sworn In In the
presence of members of the board.

! the District of Columbia water sup- «

ply. «
He has had experience as a bank '

director, in steel manufacturing and >

railroad construction. Mr. Focht has
been before the people for various <

offices twenty-eight times and was <

twenty-five times elected, and has 1
never had a week's vacation in his !I

ft a STREETSI
AWAY WITH
Better Lighting in
event Crfme and
?nts. '

I
andlepower illumination, and Col. Kutz
elieves that this is sufficient. /
There is great need, however, all three

Commissioners agree, of increasing the
Uumination afforded by the gas lamps.
There are two wayjs of accomplishing
his. One is to rearrange the spacing
if the poles, the other to operate two
nantels instead of one.

PavonInenndescrnts.
Commissioner Kutz. who exercises:

mpervision over the District electri-
al department, believes that neither
Han will be economical in the long
un. and that a better policy would be j
o replace all gas lamps with incande;- J
ent lamps as rapidly as Congress will
irovide funds for th'e work.
The last board of Commissioners I

(radically pledged itself to this pod- "
cy when, in the supplemental esti-
nates sent to the Senate for improvenents'tobe paid for out of the sur- r

District funds in the Treasury,
t asked an appropriation of $50,000 1

vlth which to start the replacement 1'
if gas with electric lamps. The Sen- r
Lte approved the item, but it was lost f
n conference.
For several years the Commission- c

rs have been requesting larger ap- e

iropriations for street lighting than
Congress has allowed. In their estinatesfor the fiscal year 1921 the F
Commissioners asked for $450,000 for c

treet lighting and got $415,000. Last r
'ear tney requecn-u an ai;piupi>auvii
if $478,000 in addition to the $50,000 °

tem included in the supplemental es- F

imates. The appropriation Anally
luthorized was $430,000. g
There is no doubt the Commission- y

>rs will ask for a very liberal light- j,
ng appropriation in the next regular
ludget. In the meantime they will *

nake every possible use of the funds c
lecoming available July 1 in lighting j(
ip spots where insufficient illuminaionis held to be a menace to the
afety of the citizens.

HENSE IS FORCED;
TO PLEAD FOR GIRL I

i
°

.ourt Overrules Effort to "

Oaaa A# 0
ncoi i/doc ui v/iai a

Smith Hamon. r
7 the Auocisted Press. ®

ARDMORE, Okla., March 17..An *

ffort of the defense to waive its
Ightof argument gad have the case t
t Clara SmithHamon, on trial f
barged wfth lhe-iwarder of Jake U. .
[amon, go immediately to the Jury o
Fas ruled out by Judge Thomas W.
hampioif this morning and defense r

ounsel began its plea for acuuittal '

f ib%defendant.'
Mag Go to Jary This Afteraeoa.

With the announced plans of both
fate and defense, it appeared that I
lost of the day would be tahen up
rtth arguments and the case be givep
o the Jury late in the afternoon.
When efforts of the defense to
ralve arguments were held up yesJrdayafternoon, W. P. McLean, chief r
unset for Clara Hamon, and S. P. t
celing, state's attorney general, in .

harge of the prosecution, said if 1

hey spoke they probably would go t
ecply into the evidence adduced at r
he week's sessions and analyze it to A
he Jury in detail.
James H. Mathers, county attorney t
or Carter county, who was retained f
or Clara Hamon before he assumed 1
tfice. was to follow Mr. Champion t>
,na nr. ucbean was to mane me ae- »

ense's closings argument, after which
attorney General Freeling will sum

'

ip for the state. s ®

The attorneys spoke without a time 1
imit, agreement te-flve "hours for each 0

ide having been abrogated. c,
Cksapira Opens for Defease.

Joe Ben Champion, twin brother of r
he judge, opened for the defense. Mr. t
Thampion in opening said the case s
ad been delayed by the state, and re- ti
erred to the speech of H. H. Brown, c
peclal prosecutor as not having ii
ouched on the evidence.
He referred to the participation in
he case of Attorney General Freel- I
ng as "a high state official sent down
tere to prosecute a poor,, innocent
ountry girl for shooting a millionire."
Clara Hamon's eyes filled with tears

>t this reference and she sat w ith t
lowncayt face. h
"When Jake Hajnon met her,' Chamlionsaid, "she was a brown-eyed
rirl; when he lured, coaxed, wooed 8
nd won, he vu a powerful lawyer of ?
orty years, a master mind. J"He took her, an innocent country 1
;lrl. educated her. sent her to col- ®

ege, not that she might serve him as J
tenographer, but that Anally in the *

nd she might yield to his brutal pasions."
j

Tries to Step Speaker, »

C. Mullen, a friend of Jack B
lamon, who sat near Champion, leandover and, taking the attorney's f
,rm. tried to stop him when he re- t
erred to J. S. Mullen, his brother, as f
laving been one who "countenanced \
en years of open and notorious adul- t
ery in the life of Jake Hamon." J
Sheriff Buck Garrett, sitting imme- l

liately behind Mr. Mullen, touched
lullen on the shoulder, and told him 1
o remain quite. :

YT Slier m;g« or fori Worth. TeX.. *

if defense counsel. Hook a seat be-. ®
ween Mr. Mullen and Mr. Chamftion, ivho strode up and down gesturing"The people may not question his
'ight to send the attorney generallere," Mr. Champion said, referring
o Gov. J. B. A. Robertson, "but theyvill question his Judgment."
Mr. Champion said: "He was imposedon by those who wanted to 8

ceep their clutches in the Hamon mil- sions." . ^
a

Essets the Tragedy. 1
Champion called Mr. Mathers be- ?

'ore the Jury, laid him on a table and a
leed a law book for a pillow. f
"Jim. you are Jake and I'm Clara."

it said to Mathers; "you've been *
trunk all day."
He took the pistol and illuatrated

its idea of the shooting as gained
'rom state testimony, and which he
aid was impossible.
Clara and her mother cried when jUr. Champion paid a tribute to his

issociate, Mr. McLean. for having rebukedan attorney for the prosecu- ,ion who referred to the mother as
'an old woman."

II inr Brave cuuiu open up and the >
lead man have a reproach of con- ticience. he would tell you that he is ,:he one most to blame." Champion !
fhouted.

,"Girls like this have ever been acjuitted;gttls like this ever will be ,icqultted so long as the spirit or God <
asts," Champion said in closing, jP-, ,
r having asked If ^'Breathed tbr>0 i
^Continued on Page J, Colui' i

IP IN GAS RATE
Of CIHTO JI.25
WILL BE ORDERED

Decision to Be Made Late
Today and Be Effective

After Tomorrow.

rHREE-YEAR UPWARD
UTILITY TREND BROKEN

lecent Drop in. Price of Oil Gives
Chief Basis for Reduction

From Old Bate.
The Public Utilities Commission will
ender a decision late today, in which
he price to be charged for gas in

Vashington after tomorrow will be
educed to $1.25 per thousand cubic
eet to' private homes and other small
onsumers. This rate will continue in
ffect until the end of the year.
That is the rate which was in effect
irior to last November, when the
ommission established the present
ate of $1.32 per thousand cubic feet,
nd would be a reduction of 7 cents
ler thousand.
The induction in the price of gas

vill be the first break In.utility rates
ince the upward trend began three
ears ago, following increased opertingcosts as a result of the war.
The Washington Gas I.ight Coralany,for itself and the Georgetown
ompany. asked for continuation of
he present rate until September.

1 **. n.«M (M oil
»CVCU * »>«!* v"*

A recent drop in the price of oil.
ne of the largest items of expense
n gas manufacture, is the principal
actor in th^ reduction in price.
When the company was given the

ate of $1.32 last November It was
laying 12% and 12% cents per gallon
or oil. In Febjhiary. however, oil
ras bought at a fraction less than
0 cents a gallon, and since that time
he company has contracted for small
iuantities at 8% and 7% cents.
It has been held by the commission

n the past that since four gallons of
11 are used to a thousand cubic feet
f gas, a change of a cent in the price
f oil should rhake a change of 4
ents in the price of a thousand feet
f gas. I
JutlM fey February (Frlee.

According to this reasoning, the
February price of approximately 10
ents a gallon for oil would justify
he reduction to $1.25 in the price for

The commislion's accountants found
hat to continue the present rate on
he basis of the cost of making gas
it February would give the company
lore than a fair return on the valud
f its property tor the year 1821.

IEER AT SODA FOUNTAIN
ALONE. ASSERTS PALMER
>eclares Baling Will Mot Permit

Sale Oyer Saloon Bar or in
Dining Boom.

PHILADELPHIA, March # 17..The
uling that physicians may prescribe
ieer "may mean beer at the soda
ountaln." but never again beer over
he saloon bar or in the hotel diningoom." Said former Attorney General
i. Mitchell Palmer here today.
"The law has fixed one channel
hrough which beer may be obtained
or medicinal .purposes," said Mr.
'aimer, in speanpg of his ruling on
ieer, recently inao public after he
Erft Office. #
"It says plainl$CBrewers may manuacture,wholesale druggists only mayell it wholesale'and it can be reailedonly by registered pharmacists
n physicians' - prescriptions. That
uts out the beer parties and the
xowler."
"The prohibition law." said Mr. Palner,"will never 'be fully effective until

he public becomes possessed of a conciousnessof wrong doing in violating
t. 1 think the majority of tho physlianswill treat this beer matter one
nvolving professional ethics."

.AY-OFF IS AVERTED
OF PER DIEM LABORERS

The ne* Commissioners, by action
aken at xheir first board meeting,
lave averted the possibility of a layItof per diem laborers in the en-
;meer uepai mieiii. u was learned tolay.They adopted an order permitInsthe highway department to ude
he regular day-labor force of the
lty in" the resurfacing of Bladensiurgroad northeast from L> street to
he District line, instead of attemptngto get contracts for the job.
Congress appropriated )51.000 last
ear for the paving of this road, but
,t that time no contractor could be
nduced to bid for the job at the
imount named.
It became apparent recently to oficialsof the engineer department

hat a shortage in the appropriation
or general repairs to suburban roads
vould make necessary a reduction in
he force of men on that work before
uly 1. when the new appropriation
lecomea available.
By putting these men at work on

he Bladensburg road job. however,
t is believed the city will be able
o keep them all at work for the balinceof the fiscal year. Work will
itart Immediately on Bladensburgoad.

READY TO SIGN TREATY.
r

p^ARSAW, March 17..Polish, Rub,iri>.au'uh * "«
lan auu uniBiuiAii ucicgities will

ign the treaty between soyiet Russia
,nd Poland at 7 o'clock Friday evenng.it is officially announced here.'
Negotiations on- tine treaty which
rill establish peace Jbetween Russia
.nd this country Have been completed
.t Riga, where the ceremony of signngwill take place.

Review of tht
Asked by Pn

President Harding has asked AtorneyGeneral Daugherty to review
1. /mas V.uirpnn V_ Dnhn annla 11nt
JIO v®00 ^ * * -V.»,

>reildentiai candidate in 1920, and
low serving % sentence under the
ispionage act in Atlanta penitentiary.
The President is understood to have

icted in response to repeated appeals
'or anothej- study of the evidence on
shich Debs was convicted. A aimlarreview was made several months
igo at th< dlrdkton of President WU,

" ! i -
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STATE DROPSCASE
AGAINSTWHITE SOX

...V
"Corruption of Witnesses"
Is Charged by Prosecuting

Attorney Crowe.
By tbe Associated Press.
CHICAGO, March 17..Thj^state todaydropped the cases against all of

the Chicago White Sox base All players
indicted for the alleged throwing of tbe
1919 world's series except Chick Gandil.
The potion was taken after Judge

William E. Dever-had refused to grant
a continuance of more than sixty days
In the case.
The state demanded six months on tbe

grounds that It would take that length
of time to gather evidence which would
give the prosecution a chance of conviction.

Will Seek Sew Evidence.
Immediately after the action had been

18K6I> I(OD£ri £i. yfvwc, blakc d «kwi»ic/i

announced that an attempt would be
made to gather new evidence and that
new Indictment* would be sought against
the men. The players whose case* were
dropped were those who had surrenderedand given bail, namely Claude
Williams, Joe Jackson, Oscar Felsch,
Swede Risberg, Eddie CIcotte, Buck
Weaver and Fred McMullln.
The cases of Oandil, Hal Chase,

Rachel Brown, Joseph J. Sullivan, Abe
Attel and Bill Burns were stricken
off the court call by Judge Dever.
They were charged with being the
men who arranged the alleged conspiracy.Taking the cases off the call
prevents calling them up again for
six months.

"Witnesses Corrupted."
Mr. Crowe in his announcement

that the cases were dropped, said
that he "was convinced that a crime
had been committed, but that corruptionof the state's principal witnessesmade it impossible to go on

, with the case."
"Joe Jackson, Eddie CIcotte and

Claude Williams, the men who confessedto the grand Jury, have been
corrupted," he declared.
"With their evidence available, we

would have a clean cut case against
these men and Be sure of obtaining
convictions. Without their evidence

I our case is nopeiess.
I "This case is not finished, however,
and these men have not escaped punishment.We are going right after the
evidence that will cgpvtct and we
know where to get it.
"When this evidence has been procuredI shall personally go before the

grand jury and seek new indictments,
and there will be no mistake next
time,"

Conspiracy Charged.
"A peculiar Conspiracy has stripped

the state of its three chief witnesses."
Mr. Crowe continued. "I don't know
just how this conspiracy came about,
but I know it existed and that through
it the testimony given by Jackson, Williamsand Cicotte was-lost to us.

"Also, a news syndicate in some underhandedway obtained copies of the
grand jury testimony and offered it for
sale. Thus it has become plain that
the defense was in full possession Qf
all of our evidence, and to proceed
would be useless."

Mr. Crowe s announcement mat ine
cases would be dropped came after
Judge Dever liad set May 2 as the
date for trial. '

Mr. Crowe .'at ..first announced he
would nolle pros, all of the cases,
but was prevailed upon by Judge
George F. Barrett. American League
attorney, to drop.pnly the cases against
the men who had surrendered and
given ball.
Judge Kenesaw M. Land is, base ball

commissioner; refused to comment on
the action of Mr. Crowe.
"They've what?" lie shouted, when

told that the cases had been dropped.
"I can't say a.word," he continued.

Players Discharged.
The seven former White. Sox playershave been 'formally and completelydischarged from the team.

President Charles A. Comiskey announced.The contracts of all but
two expired last year, while George
(Budk) Weaver's had- one year more
to run and Joe Jackson's had two
years more. v

"Additional information received
(Continued on Page 2, Column S.)

? DebsCase
esident Harding

soil, but Mr. Wilson decided against
clemency.
The question of a pardon for the

socialist leader was agitated repeatedlyduring the last campaign, Mr.
Harding receiving several requests
fftr »n»r41 AmnARtv in nnllH pa 1 war

prisoners. 'To*all of these he replied
that he could not approve a general
amnesty program, but would gladly
consider on its merits any spedflo
case called to his attention after inauguration.

V .... ,V . ,

'

| BIG TNT BLAST AT FIELD |nnI a a an a a a i ai % t a a a aapa I p n
MIKAUULUUSLT MISSLS | ||
OTHER HIGH EXPLOSIVES
A twenty-pound can of TNT went I

off with a roar in a small ware- I
house filled with high explosives '

and airplane bombs today at BoilingField. And the luck of the

Army, coupled with prompt and EXP
cool action by the men hurried out
on "fire call," prevented serious tO
consequences.
Two men were In the warehquse

at the time. They iescaped with
burns not considered serious. ,,

The building is located at' the
lower end of the flying field. Why b<ngt
the building was not blown to ably
splintera through the ignition and in c
explosion of the other bombs is ^rou
declared inexplicable. Damage was .

inconsiderable, it was said.
The "fire out" call had sounded be- Presi

fore the District fire department consl
equipment from Anacostia had ar- eessc
rived, although it was a matter of
minutes between the sounding of the mem

alarm and the arrival of apparatus. neeri
Officials at the post complimented
fife department officers on the speedy *

ttfp to the flying field. tu'

A board Of Inquiry will meet to- I Corpi
day to determine the causes of the two

explosion^ tak

MlSUMMS is
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BUTTER KRONSTADTI
________

Armj
at C

Open Strong Fire on Fort- Ma

ress.Four Big Fires SmS
Along Coast. S

ir.ori.
By the Associated Pre... the 1

RIGA, March 17..The Russian
mission here asserted today that went

the bolsheviki captured Kronstadtfrom the revolutionists supei

Wednesday night. Navy

COPENHAGEN, March 17.The bol- elsew

shevik batteries on the Karelian head- ^

land opened a strong1 fire against *905°
Kronstadt yesterday, says the Hel- N

singfors correspondent of the Ber- ..

lingske Tidende today. wl
The bombardment ,from Kronstadt

caused four extensive fires along the N-2
coast toward Petrograd, the warships
at KronBtadt participating in the
bombardment, the correspondent adds. . wj
Finnish refugees from Systerbak re- .

port the bolsheviki are making ex- SUDm

tensive preparations for a new attack stuck
on Kronstadt, four artillery divisions neuvi

with ftjrty-eight four-inch anil six- on t

inch guns being concentrated. guari
that

BEDS BALK ON BETUBN. crew

_______
aboai

Bepatriated Object to Going Back _Drill
I to Russia.Four Commit Suicide. Dtiii

LONDOX, March 17..Dispatches to T .

the London Times from Riga say that -Lord

red soldiers-who have reached there i

from German internment camps do
not want to return to Russia, four . th(1
of them committing suicide in pref- °T/V,
erence. A special bolshevik mission IjU1

is now in Riga for the purpose of Ifcw,
repatriation. signe
The Russian-Polish peace terms was ,

have been >prepared in three lan- I nati'o
guages.Russian, Polish and Ukrainian.The Polish signatories are
Dombski, Schtrausberg, Lechovitch. ' I'n
Kazuk and Vassilievski: the bolshe- JL (J
viki are Joffe, Ganietski. Obolienski
and Schumski. The treaty is to be
ratified at Warsaw within twenty
days and the exchange of the ratifiedpapers will take place at Minsk. .

The Lettish government refuses to heaer

allow the Importation of Russian aen

rubles, as the bolsheviki have thrown Repre
* <ntA * V.« P io-.i mgr. ITial

IHrgt) quoiumi-a ail IU viae aaau.

k<?t.
Several thousand Russian emi- Comn

grants from America, who have been of s
refused permits to enter Russia, are pre8j,
becoming restive in Riga and threatien reprisals against the Hotel Belle- J
vtieV'Where the Russian embassy is cnildi
located. , r .

tles
Comrr

TBOTSKY HAKES, OVEBTUBES. duti
. . Costa

Capitulation of Xronatadt la Not tern

Asked. ' Anglo
LONDoVr. March IS..Leon Trotsky, ^Vidoi

the soviet minister of war. is reported self
in a London Times dispatch from o.,,.],I Stockholm to be making new over

* .. a
I lures lor llio C»|/uuiativu ui iuc npw

j Kronstadt fortress. Although It has
I been reported that he purposed send- Memb
I ing an ultimatum to Kronstadt that ama

if the fortress remained obdurate it Senat'
would tfe stormed and raised, his trea
new terms would not require capitu- street
lation, but the signing of an imme- umi
diate armistice and the assembling _

of a mixed commlssioo^to settle terms stfora peaceful agreement. AccordIngto the dispatch, those holding the dnv

fortress are decidedly against deal- Brltls]
tag with the communlsta. arm

Comnjand gt the soviet army which Age li
tCodkiued on Page 2, Column 77) Dist

1
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ESIKNT LIKELV
0 RELIEVE MDIiV
ected to Name Successor

/\a .1 f% a

Aia, in unarge ot u. u

Buildings.
j. Clarence S. Ridley, Corps of
neers, United States Army, probwillbe relieved of his duties
harge of public buildings and
nds of the District of Columbia,
also as chief military aid to
ident Harding. The President is
dering the selection of his suc>r,who, under the law, must be a
ber of the Army Corps of Engl.
i.
make Mgj. Ridley eligible for

re detail in the General Staff
a. he has been ordered, with about
hundred officers of .the Army, to
a year's course of instruction
le school of the line, at Leavenh,Kan. He has been ordered
iport to the commandant of the
>1 September 5 next, for duty as
udent officer. In the meantime
ill be given leave of absence, the
he will have had Bince he took
te of the office of public build-,and grounds, September 17. 1917.
elleved Col. William W. Harts.
3 of Engineers, who joined the
r in Prance, and is now stationed
inoinnati, Ohio.

j. Ridley performed excellent
ce in the care and development
ie public parks and playgrounds
e District. His principal achieveswere the construction of the
>!n Memorial, the Arlington mealamphitheater, the memorial to
vomen of the civil war. the dementof East Potomac Park into
>l!c playground, and the improveofRook Creek valley and Me[iHill and other parks. In additohis other duties, Maj. Ridley is
intendent of the state, War and
building and all the temporaryings erected on the Mall and

'here during the world war. He
>m Indiana and is a star gradufthe Military Academy, class of

JBMARINE ON ROCKS.
Buns High and Dry on Beef.

Sixteen Aboard Safe.
3STERLY. R. I., March 17..The
arine N-2, a coastal type boat.
to Watch Hill reef while mitringoff here today and ran uphe rocks high and dry. Coast

Is who went out to her reported ,I-aeut. Claude Farmer and his ,of fifteen men would remain )d.

AR LAW QUITS CABINET S
of the Privy Seal Besigns \

From British Government.
Associated Pits*. ]
CDON, klarch 17..Andrew Bonar
lord of the privy seal, today redfrom the cabinet. Ill health
given as the reason for his resigns

l »
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PRESIDENT REFUSES
minn o Tnnnnc
i u ll i u. o. i nuuro

PARADE WITH IRISH
Holds Part in Boston March

Might Tend to Influence
Foreign Relations. ,

CAUSTIC MESSAGE BRINGS
FIRM WHITE HOUSE REPLY

Backs Up Action of Military and
Naval Authorities in Bejectinr

Demand of Societies.
BY DAVID LAWRK.XCK.

President Harding has had his flrat
taste of the Irish problem, and has
met the issue squarely by declining to
permit the United States government
to be drawn into any action that might
be construed as a recognition of tho
Irish republic.
Mr. Harding received a telegram

couched In caustic terms. He did not an-'
swer it in person, but directed his secretaryto sign the reply. The message
which was sent by John F. Ha trigs n.
state president of the Massachusetts
Council of the American Association for
the Recognition of the Irish Republic.,
read as follows:
"To President Harding: Oen. Ruckmanand Admiral Dunn, In press statementstoday, say that to permit troops

to march in partisan demonstration,
especially one unfriendly to another
nation, would be a serious breach of
international amity.

Cltea Local Demonstration.
"Evacuation day, March 17. is a localdemonstration of loyalty and patriotismthat no devotee of toryiam,

no matter how exalted his position,
can stop. Are these officials Americansor satellites of foreign governmentsTRuckman and Dunn asked the
officials of the Evacuation day parade
if the American Association for Recognitionof the Irish Republic Intends
to participate in the parade. When
they were told 'yes' they warned
against the parading with them of
men In United States uniform, whether
in service or reservists. Are they
autocrats or is this a democracy?
They say no authority can revoke this
decree. It is for Washington to say
whether they are supreme. As Americanswe demand action In the name
of 125,000 citlsens of our state now

andthe revocation of orders from
Ruckman and Dunn."

PresMet% Reply la Finn.
The White House gave out the text

of the foregoing.message and also this
reply by secretary Christian:
"Tour tolegram has been called to

the attention of the President, and
he directs me to say in reply that
Army and Navy oomtnanders have
authority to direct the forces- under
their command. The government
raises no Issue about the fitness of
your celebration of evacuation toy.
and ttfe spirit of St. Patrick's day la
felt throughout our country, but the '

naval and military forces of the nationcan have no part in any demonstrationwhteb may be construed
as influencing the foreign relations
of the republic,"
The sending of the Harrigan messageto Mr. Harding was the subject

wi <a. Jung (.vnmivuir, aiier nnicn

President Harding decided that It
was time to make clear the position *
of his administration on the Irish
question. He himself feels the warmestsympathy with the aspirations of
the Irish people and. were Die an Individualwithout official responsibilityfor the conduct of foreign relations.he would gladly speak his
views, or oven participate as be
pleased in any demonstrations in behalfof the Irish cause.

Secretaries Vahold Actlea.
But as President of the United

States, In charge of foreign relations
and. obliged dally to deal with the
government of Great Britain, with
which the United States is at peace,
he cannot permit anything to happen '

which the British might make a sub-
ject of official complaint.
Secretd^r Weeks of the War De- '

partment, who hails from lfaaaa-
chusetts and knows the Irish influ-
enc-e in that state, joined with SecretaryDenby ot the Navy Departmentin upholding1 the action of Oen.Ruokmanand Admiral Dunn, in re*,
(using to permit American soldiers
and sailors to march in a parade
where the flag of any unrecognised
country was flown.
Mr. Harding during the last campaignwas regarded for a time an

likely to take an active part when
elected in furthering the aspirations
>f the Irish sympathisers. He did
not hesitate, however, when the issue
was put before him in October to
state that he regarded the question
if Irish freedom as a matter between
Ireland and Great Britain, and he
held that it was not within the
province of the United States governmentto interfere in any manner.

Many Voted C. O. P. Ticket.
Gov. Cos, on the other hand, said

le would agree to take the Irish
problem for settlement before the
eague of nations, and would, if electid.bring it ofllcially to the attention '

if the foreign governments. This'
.to« however, not regarded bv the
Irish as of any importance, because
hey were ranged against tbe league
>{ nations itself. Notwithstanding
jov. Cox's statement, the great body «
>f Americans of Irish descent laft
he democratic party and voted the
epublican ticket. If by their voted
hey hoped to influence Mr. Harding
nto taking a stand when President
hat he was unwilling to take as a
andidate today's statement from thd
iVhlte House may be construed ad
lashing to. the ground any audi
opes. Mr. Harding has made it
:lear that he will not depart front
he policy pursued by President Wllionof refusing to make an offlcial
ssue of the Irish question.

(Copyright, 1921.)

U. S WATCHES TOJTFOBKS. .

*
federal Agents Scan Rsnfcs of

Xarching Veterans.
BOSTON, 'March 17..The celebraionof the 145th anniversary of tfce
vacuatlon of Boston by the British *

ad its usual trings of rreen today*
ue to observance at the same tiflle' 1

f St. Patrick's day, but it lacked the
ustomary presence of troops of th« h
tegular Army and Navy.
Because Irish societies identified- w
rith the movement to make perms-
ient the provisional republic in ire- <
end were clyeo a -place in the p«ade.Army and Navy commanders
efused to alfefcr raaular forces to ;

ake part.> Service uniforms were not
ecktnr, however, men of the AmerianUMTlon and pt the Society of PerimWar. m.ijchfa* }»***' J"** *
heir nevesal POSta. Department of s*t
ustloe agents Wfre. posted-alon* the. jj

<Mlll^


